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This is the story about my grandfather, after whom | was named.
Lt. Cdr. Minter Dial, USN, fought in the Philippines in WWII, but
was captured after the Battle of Corregidor.

After 2 1/2 years as a POW of the Japanese, he was killed under
ignominious conditions. His memory lives on, however, through
the improbable story of his Annapolis ring, his ultimate possession
and the last item he touched before dying on 15* December, 1944.

Please come and visit the Facebook page in honor of him and the
other members of the Greatest Generation, and may the journey
continue.
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My grandfather, N. Minter
Dial is born in Laurens, SC,
to Josephine Minter and
Senator Nathaniel Barks-

dale Dial.
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He marries my grandmother,
Lisa Porter (Pasadena,
California)
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My father, Victor, is born
(June 20).
My aunt, Diana, is born
(April 16 1940).
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My grandfather, Minter, =
is.assigned to the Phil-
ippines, as captain of

- the USS Napa.
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MMJ-Q ATy e Over the dateline, war is de-
ifv—?p.'_& M Mm‘-‘:ﬂ clared in the Philippines after

the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
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March: Lt. Minter Dial engages
in a daring mission for which heis

S posthumously awarded the Navy
e ... GORREGIDOR ISLAND Cross (citation).
Surrender after defeat at the
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Battle of Corregidor. Minter =] 2" usriit ooay Dl i.:fn:m::“ "
becomes a POW of the Japa- = ::n:""“ X ﬁ;':.“.ff':.':
nese aIDng with 12,0{}0 other ELEVATIONS IN FEET -
Americans (last broadcast from - Toe SRR .i—_,; e
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1942-1944

Imprisonment in Bilibid
Prison (Manila) then

Cabanatuan Prison
Camp #1 (Luzon
Province), Philippines.

Cdr. Doug Fisher
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Death after the Oryoku Maru hellshtp k*' o .{Pﬂte _
for. Japan.... A dying Minter passes hls Ia:-t wi‘shes and / -\\

Annapolis ring to his friend, Lt. Dnu'glfas F'IS!“IET“-

The ring is lost Undermiserable cifcumstances. Mmter s Douglas Fisher returns, with-
gravalies at Arlingtofi Cemetery. .- out the ring, to deliver final
| message to Lisa in California.
He slips his gold watch to my

father in lieu of the ring.
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May: Rear Admiral George
W. Pressey buys Minter’s ring
in a pawn shop in Incheon
Korea, thanks to his chauffeur
who had noticed the similar-
TOLAALION . 1VEQ Ly =ae - e ity with Pressey’s own An-
orceidor islanc napolis ring (1932).

My father, Lt N Victor Dial
(USN), receives the ring from

Pressey while stationed in
New Orleans, LA.
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My grandmother, Lisa, receives
the ring forwarded on to her by
my father. She dies shortly
thereafter.

Victor Dial marries my mother T
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and moves to Belgium. | am S iy e Myt .

born in Brussels at the American A S
Red Cross (August 14, 1964).

| move to Washington DC,
having invested in a start-up.
| receive a surprise telephone
from the Western School,
looking for my grandfather.

We move to France. But, my
grandfather’s Annapolis ring is stolen
from our home in Mareil Marly.

1991 - 2001

For ten years, | researched the life and death of my
grandfather, traveling to POW conventions and to
Korea, Japan, Australia & the Philippines. In parallel,

| complete an extensive biography.
(Pinterest board in his honor)
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Lt. N. Minter Dial
 USNA ‘32
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Im Loving Memory of 200 I
?

CO, USS Napa (AT-32) December 15:
At ' My father and | visit the Philip-

A Ly _ : | pines to mark the 60th anniver-
rished in the EII'IIEI“E of the Oryoku M sary of the death of my grand-

December 15,.1944 .
SN . father. We lay a wreath in his
honor (Hellship memorial).
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_ The story by Gilbert King is
Y *\ \ o W 8 published in the Smithsonian.
i 4 | December: The story is pub-
-~ ' lished in Japanese on US-
f )\ ™. J]apan Dialogue on POWs.

!‘ Haraku Ichimaru, eldest
. 7 + daughter of Admiral Rinosuke
Rear Admiral Rinosuke 1§iin? ; |chimaru contacts me to share

reviewing Japanese Ha\?t‘_lrun before '
departing for Iwo Jima (| IPI.IH 1944 parallel story of her father’s

. - * Edo period samurai sword.
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March:
Via Facebook, | met Margy EY
Wooding, daughter of
Admiral Pressey. i N I I
November: Es
| discover the granddaughter of 00
Charlie Keene, my grarfdfather 5 ?'."5' E-ar'nzq,»r information about my grandfather or hlsm ssing rir |
roommate at Annapolis and an iSe contact me contact@themyndset.com 5} i

usher at his wedding... e - - o
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http://www.facebook.com/LtCdrMinterDial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
http://www.usna.edu/homepage.php
http://www.usna.edu/homepage.php
http://militarytimes.com/citations-medals-awards/recipient.php?recipientid=19073
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=viCAX8WupTY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=viCAX8WupTY
http://www.oryokumaruonline.org/
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/nmdial.htm
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=ShadowBoxProfile&type=Person&ID=526004
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=ShadowBoxProfile&type=Person&ID=526004
http://pinterest.com/minter1/in-honor-of-my-grandfather-and-others-of-the-great/
http://www.us-japandialogueonpows.org/Hellship%20inscription.htm
http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/history/2011/08/minters-ring-the-story-of-one-world-war-ii-pow/
http://www.us-japandialogueonpows.org/index-J.htm
http://www.us-japandialogueonpows.org/index-J.htm
http://www.yoyokaku.com/sub7e-17.htm
http://www.yoyokaku.com/sub7e-17.htm
https://www.facebook.com/LtCdrMinterDial
mailto:contact@themyndset.com

